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FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3818 

CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 2322 

FOR ARA ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS AND ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR 
KLEINE FROM THE AMBASSADOR 

EO: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, CO 

SUBJ: GOC PURCHASE OF C-47 AIRCRAFT 

REF: BOGOTA 2160 

1 . WE WILL BE SENDING YOU BY SEPTEL TEXTS OF LETTERS FROM SOV- 
IET AMBASSADOR FOR FOREIGN MINISTER AND SOVIET COMMERCIAL ATTACHE 
TO DEFENSE MINISTER REGARDING YAK-40S. THE LETTERS STATE THAT A 
YAK-40 WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO COLOMBIA FOR A THREE MONTH TEST- 
ING PERIOD AND THEY INVITE THE COLOMBIANS TO SEND A TECHNICAL 
DELEGATION TO MOSCOW FOR ADDITIONAL EVALUATION OF THE AIRCRAFT. 

2. THE COLOMBIAN MILITARY CONTINUE TO RESIST ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
YAK-40. THEIR SUCCESS WILL DEPEND ON HOW QUICKLY AND POSITIVELY 
WE RESPOND TO THEIR REQUESTS. 

VAKY 
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